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SUBJECT: EXIM BANK CREDIT TERMS FOR AIRCRAFT 

1 . GUNNAR KORHONEN, PRESIDENT OF FINNAIR, IN A MEETING 

WITH AMBASSADOR RIDGWAY ON MARCH 3 (SEPTEL), STATED REPORTS 
WERE CIRCULATING THAT THE EXIM BANK WOULD NOW PROVIDE 90 
PERCENT OF FINANCING OF EXPORT SALES OF US COMMERCIAL 
AIRCRAFT, AT LEAST IN CERTAIN CASES. FINNAIR HAS RECENTLY 
OPENED NEGOTIATIONS WITH BOEING REGARDING PURCHASE OF A 
"NEW GENERATION" OF WIDE-BODIED AIRCRAFT NOW UNDER 
DEVELOPMENT WHICH KORHONEN DESCRIBED AS COMPARABLE TO THE 
EUROPEAN DEVELOPED "AIRBUS." HE WISHED TO ASCERTAIN WHETHER 
THERE ARE NEW POLICEIES COVERING SALES ONLY OF 
AIRCRAFT COMPETING WITH THE AIRBUS (I.E. BOEING AIRCRAFT) OR 
OF COMMERCIAL AIRCRAFT GENERALLY. (FINNAIR ALSO 
INTENDS TO ADD TO ITS FLEET OF MCDONNELL DOUGLAS AIRCRAFT.) 

2. EMBASSY REQUESTS STATEMENT FOR TRANSMITTAL TO KORHONEN 
OF EXIM BANK CURRENT POLICY REGARDING FINANCING OF EXPORT 
SALES OF US COMMERCIAL AIRCRAFT. 
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